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Environmental Setting and Baseline Description a;f
QZ
Moreno and Company Water Right Project @ >
Water Right Application Number 30804 \\f\
August 24, 2007 @g

Introduction

AES submits this environmental setting and baseline description as discussed under Task 2 of the

Preliminary Work Plan for the Moreno & Company Water Right Project (proposed project). The

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15125 states that the

environmental setting “must include a description of the physical environmental conditions in the

vicinity of the project...at the time environmental analysis is commenced... This environmental

setting will normally constitute the baseline physical conditions by which a Lead Agency

determines whether an impact is significant.” Once an application to appropriate water is filed  T\a @t\N-

with the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board), Division of Water Rights e &:\%é mcé\?"

ﬁv’}&ﬂ \‘,‘ >y
D‘Q“‘Uﬁy\ LA Nb:;Q

Proposed Project ' S AR ™G e

(Division), environmental review of the project is considered to have begun. \, QNG ‘:"‘3":3@

The project site is located approximately one mile south of the town of Redwood Valley in
‘Mendocino County, California (Figure 1 and Figure 2). - c 2 0
\(“‘0Jg ’19&« \yc(/\é

Under Application 30804, 30 acre-feet (af) of water WMed to storage inan existing 30
4f offstream pit-type reservoiedfom three points of diversion’ (PODs) located on the west fork of

the Russian River tributary to the Russian River. Water would be diverted from December 15to

March 31 for irrigation, frost protection, and heabprotb&t:g)ri of approximately 75 acres of
vineyard. ‘ SN f«e"{f‘_ NN\ X (2 G2

‘The Applicant currently holds License 1213 which allows for the diversion of 1 cubic foot per

second (cfs) from Forsythe Creek tributary to the Russian River. Water is used for irrigation of
121.2 acres, which includes thee_75 acres named in-Application 30804, (e~ O Y
’ YQS\«O
O\ cReothen ek O ST REON
”\?O'\)
/ - (Rt aa eSO e ok e Wb co W
(oS e AR T EIe e GO YO0 — R Fae-
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Analytical Environmental Services 1 ' . Moreno & Co. Water Right Application 30804
August 2007 Environmental Setting and Baseline Analysis
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Figure 1
Regional Location Map

SOURCE" ESRI Date, 2006, AES 2007
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Figure 2
Site.& Vicinity Map
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TABLE 1
n PROPOSED PLACE OF USE

E Use Within Section Township ‘Range B&M Acres Cultivated

v“\“\? SW Y% of NW ¥4 o~ 9 16N. 12W. M.D. 12.3 - Yes

N [ NW%ofSW¥% v 9 16N. 12W. M.D. 19.2- Yes

65 ¢) | NEY%ofSWY% v 9 16N. 12W. M.D. 1.7 Yes

& [ SWlofSWY v 9 16N. 12W. M.D. 19.3 Yes

A&; SEVof SW¥% v 9 16N, 12W. M.D. 6.8 Yes

,,(\( SE%ofSE% v 8 16N. 12W. M.D. 36 Yes

NW % of NW ¥ v/ 16 16N. 12W. M.D. 7.2 Yes

NE%of NWY% v 16 16N. 12W. M.D. 4.9 Yes

Total: 75.0
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ater Right Apphication 30804 was filed with the Divisi November 2, 1998y The

application was noticedMor_public review on July 2, 1999, T:m@m' t of the proposed .
5 5 ¢ JRVRVIICYS

hi3 (sl)lace of use occurred i"@ﬁ) d construction of the reservoir was completed in E@ The
WI submitted as Figure 3 provides a view of the project site in 1993 that includes the
developed proposed place oftuse. The figure shows that 5 years prior to the date the application
was submitted, only the %5¢ osed pla ad_been developed. The aerial submitted
as Figure 4 provides a view of the project site, as it existed in 2004. The figure displays how the
property exists today, with the developed reservoir that was.constructed in 1996. An aerial
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photograph from 1996 was not available.
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The CEQA analysis scoped in the Preliminary Work Plan for the proposed project addresses
those aspects of the proposed project that are confirmed to have remained undeveloped after the
baseline described above. According to the project description submitted to the Division with the

application, the proposed reservoir angproject componentsywere fully developed prior to the
1YY P Y ped p

A
baseline. The proposed project therefore appears to qualify for a Class I Categorical Exemption e R .

the environment and are therefore exempt from the provisions of CEQA. According to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15301, Class I projects “consist of the operation, repair, maintenance,
pefmitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures,
facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion . s
of use beyond that existing at the time the lead agency’s determination.... The key consideration '
is whether the project involves negligible or no expansion of an existing use.” If Water Right

Analytical Environmental Services 4 Moreno & Co. Water Right Application 30804
August 2007 , Environmental Setting and Baseline Analysis




»

Application 30804 qualifies for a CEQA exemption, a Public Trust Resources Analysis may be

needed to evaluate the project’s effects on public trust resources. AES will await direction from
the Division on this issue before proceeding with the preparation of an Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration, as scoped in the Preliminary Work Plan. :

Analytical Environmental Services 5 Moreno & Co. Water Right Application 30804
August 2007 ’ Environmental Setting and Baseline Analysis
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Mareno and Company Water Right Project /205527 &
Figure 3
1993 Aerial Photo

SOURCE. "Redwood \}a!ley‘ DOQQ, SW Quadrant, 1993
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o Figure 4
2004 Aenial Photo




Environmental Details

APPLICATION ID WRIMS APPL. ID ENGR CONTACT UPDATE DATE _ CASE IN DATE
[30804 4 | {a030804 [ ENGR ] [ owmez007 | [ 11/091998 |
APPLICANT OR PROJECT NAME SOURCE
IMORENO AND COMPANY | |IRUSSIAN RIV (WEST BRANCH) |
COUNTY NOTICE DATE PROTEST DATE WATERSHED
[ | MEN | [ 07/02/1999 | {08/02/1999 | {RUSSIAN RIV/WEST FORK |
[EAS CASE ACTIVITY DATA: |
SUPERVISOR EAS CONTACT PROJ CONSTRUCTED ES REQUEST DATE PENDING ES ASSIGNMENT RANK
[ wmo | [__om ] [ Y | i |
LEAD AGENCY FOR CEQA 4o 3 e XD W«
[SWRCB® | C¥e ‘ ’ "
*D & Mo ot Ny Ves e
4/9/2005 DATFE. RESPONSFE. Y/N i el
ooy W

:8/19/200 DATE MOU REC L S~ o - N N - .
[ 92005 JmMou DUE Eig—:j e ) TRE
¥ N1272007. |PRELIM WORKPLAN DUE | ' | DATE PRELIM ﬁ ’ — (/M "\m
FINAL WORKPLAN DUE I DATE FINAL WKPtSB cl

H

- NEXT STEP WHO IS RESPONSIBLE
[REFVIEW AND RESPOND TO PWP 1 wu2 N / |
NEXT STEP COMMENTS . ) \
|GASE-ON-BACKEOG FORASSIGNMENT-FO-ANES TO MANAGE MOU— |
EAS ACTIVITY ASSIGNED WHO IS ASSIGNED ACTIVITY TARGET DATE
{ ] | JDM | L }

EAS REMARKS Part 1 of 2

PWP RELCD 1/4/07. MOU EXEC 10/30/06; MOU RC'D 8/19/05; APP 3/23/05 RESPNSE AFFIRMATIVE; MOU LTR SENT 3/9/05.

s

EAS REMARKS Part2of 2, /

STUDENT TO DO PRELIM R;EVIEW IN COORDINATION W/FR.PRELIM CMPLETED 03/04/99. APPLICANT HAS THREE OTHER PENDING
APPLIC‘\:ATIONS 30161,30163,30170.DFG,TU PROTEST.

CASE CATEGORY |I| CASE ACTIVITY LEVEL

IARCHEOLOG’ICAZ CASE DATA:

ARCHEOLOGIST REMARKS

MAJORITY OF PROJECT IN EXISTANCE. POTENTIAL FOR IMPACT LOW. NO SURVEY-RECOMMENDED IN CONJUNCTION
WITH LICENSE 1213, APPS 30161,30163 & 30170. :

ARCHEOLOGIST ASSIGNED ARCH. SURVEY REQ'D CLEARANCE DATE
[DJs . ] N ] [ 12/28/1998 |

|EAS CASE.STEPS COMPLETED: |

PRELIMINARY REVIEW DATE[  3/4/1999 DEFICIENCY TOAPPLDATE [T ]
SCH CLOSING DATEND [ ] NOTICE OF EIR PREP. DATE

SCH CLOSING DATE EIR |. . ]

EAS ENV DOC TYPE [I] EAS ENV DOC COMPLETED DATE E::::' CASE OUT DATE [:j




